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Military Christian Fellowship
of Australia

	Nov 17 Newsletter
There are a few things we wanted to draw your attention to before the end of October so the Newsletter is going out slightly early again. 
Some of you will be posting in the coming months. Others amongst you may be deploying. Do you ever feel stuck in your circumstances, just driven along by what is thrown your way? Whilst such things are clearly going to impact us we often do seek to have some power over what is happening, to set a direction. What is your driving motivation in the circumstances God has brought you into (or is about to bring you to)?  
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.    -    2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NIV)
Let me encourage you whether you are in a place by choice or by circumstance to trust God and be driven in your choices by the love of Christ. May God use you mightily as you live for him. 

	MCF AGM 2017 

	The AGM is coming up in just over two weeks. It is to be held on Tues 14 Nov 2017 1230-1330 @ Campbell Park Offices CP2-5-004. 
If you would like to call in for the AGM get in touch and conference call details can be sent to you. 

Also for those attending in person if you don’t have a defence pass we will need to organise someone to escort you into Campbell Park. Get in contact and we can arrange someone to meet you. 

If you haven’t let us know you are coming make sure you do soon. Thanks. 

	AMCF/ACCTS Day of Prayer and Praise - 28 October

	Attached to this email is a list of prayer points for Military Christian Fellowships and their support organisations. For those who are willing and able it would be great to join with others all around the world on the 28th of October to pray for these things. We commend it as something for people to focus their prayers on that day. 

(for those not reading on email a link to the attachment is http://www.accts.org/newsletters/2017/10-17web.pdf) 

	Beersheba: The Charge of the 4th Light Horse, 1917

	Next Tuesday 31 Oct 17 marks the Centenary of the Battle of Beersheba. 
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Australian Army soldiers are busy practicing their drill and making final preparations to commemorate the centenary of the First World War Battle of Beersheba.
© Commonwealth of Australia 2017
“The charge of the 4th Australian Light Horse at Beersheba late in the afternoon of 31 October 1917, is remembered as the last great cavalry charge. The assault on Beersheba began at dawn with the infantry divisions of the British XX Corps attacking from the south and south-west. Despite artillery and air support, neither the infantry attacks from the south, or the Anzac Mounted Division’s attack from the east had succeeded in capturing Beersheba by mid-afternoon.

With time running out for the Australians to capture Beersheba and its wells before dark, Lieutenant General Harry Chauvel, the Australian commander of the Desert Mounted Corps, ordered Brigadier General William Grant, commanding the 4th Light Horse Brigade, to make a mounted attack directly towards the town. Chauvel knew, from aerial photographs, that the Turkish trenches in front of the town were not protected by barbed wire. However, German bombing had forced the 4th Brigade into a scattered formation and it was not until 4.50 pm that they were in position. The Brigade assembled behind rising ground 6 kilometres south-east of Beersheba with the 4th Light Horse Regiment on the right, the 12th Light Horse Regiment on the left and the 11th Light Horse Regiment in reserve.

The Australian Light Horse was to be used purely as cavalry for the first time. Although they were not equipped with cavalry sabres, the Turks who faced the long bayonets held by the Australians did not consider there was much difference between a charge by cavalry and a charge by mounted infantry. The Light Horse moved off at the trot, and almost at once quickened to a gallop. As they came over the top of the ridge and looked down the long, gentle open slope to Beersheba, they were seen by the Turkish gunners, who opened fire with shrapnel. But the pace was too fast for the gunners. After three kilometres Turkish machine-guns opened fire from the flank, but they were detected and silenced by British artillery. The rifle fire from the Turkish trenches was wild and high as the Light Horse approached. The front trench and the main trench were jumped and some men dismounted and then attacked the Turks with rifle and bayonet from the rear. Some galloped ahead to seize the rear trenches, while other squadrons galloped straight into Beersheba.

Nearly all the wells of Beersheba were intact and further water was available from a storm that had filled the pools. The 4th and 12th Light Horse casualties were thirty-one killed and thirty-six wounded; they captured over 700 men. The capture of Beersheba meant that the Gaza-Beersheba line was turned. Gaza fell a week later and on 9 December 1917, the British troops entered Jerusalem.”

Source: http://www.awmlondon.gov.au/battles/beersheba
At 4:30pm 31 Oct at some War Memorials across Australia Commemorative services will be held. 

	2018

	NDOP4Defence
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MCF is hosting the National Day of Prayer for Defence on 24 Mar 18. This is a spiritually significant event for Australian Defence Organisation. The day is focussing on praying for the safety of deployed service men and women, their families, and those who have recently returned from operations. Additionally, prayer is being offered for ADF culture, deployed personnel, Chaplains, and Defence senior leaders. In April this year there were 27 groups who met across Australia and abroad to pray for Defence. 
It would be great to have people meeting together on this day or in the week either side to bring Defence to God. This can be formal gatherings or can be just done as part of a usual Bible Study. If you would be interested in hosting a prayer gathering do let us know at mcf.office@defence.gov.au or 02 6266 4950. 

	AMCF Regional Conference 
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 http://mcf-a.org.au/events/amcf-sw-pacific-conference-2018/ 
This conference open to all will follow an invitation event (Interaction Training) that will draw on Military and Police Christian leaders / upcoming leaders in the SW Pacific Region which we are a part. It would be great to have you join with delegates from the Pacific if you are able.
Anglican Bishop to the ADF Ian Lambert will be our keynote speaker for the weekend. 

As well as attending you can also support this through prayer and through finances. MCF is setting aside funds to support bringing over delegates who otherwise would not be able to afford the full costs of attending. 

This will be held at QCCC Brookfield on the edge of Brisbane so if you live nearby and are willing to help in some way it would be great to hear from you. 
Further details will continue to be added to the website and will be publicised in future newsletters.

	Crossfire 29

	Things are looking on track for a November release of the next Crossfire Magazine. 
If you would like to receive a physical copy please make sure to update your details if they have changed. We had a lot of RTS mail from the last Crossfire. 

Members can Update details here or just reply to this email newsletter.

Also if you have particular requests for extra copies (or previous editions etc) do let me know. 

	Prayer Calendar

	Please be praying for MCF that we’d be a light of witness in the ADO environment. The attached prayer calendar can provide some points.  

To put forward prayer points for inclusion in the calendar please email the MCF Prayer Coordinator Dr Brendan Pell: brendan.pell@dsto.defence.gov.au 

You can also send through prayer points to be sent to our prayer warriors.

	Other things which may be of interest

	Reformation 500 (Canberra area event)

	Historically, the 31st of October also marks 500 years since the start of the Protestant Reformation in 1517, when Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany. All are welcome to consider this pivotal event through two lectures to be held 7:30 pm Fri 27 Oct 2017 at the Reformed Church of Canberra, Rivett Chapel (17 Rivett Pl Rivett).

There is no charge for this event and there will be a light supper afterwards.

Details are available through 1WayFM at https://www.1wayfm.com.au/events/reformation-500-celebration/  or through the hosting church’s website: http://canberra.crca.org.au/   

	

	Membership is free and ongoing. 

Members can Update details here
MCF is supported through freewill donations of its members. Please look at Supporting MCF in prayer, with your time and through financial support. Note that donations (over $2) to MCF are tax deductible. 

If you are keen to support MCF in such ways you may like to sign up as a Centurion. 

	Contact us: We’d love to hear from you

Campbell Park Offices, CP3-1-160, 
Northcott Drive, CAMPBELL, ACT 2612.

02 6266 4950

Website: mcf-a.org.au Email:mcf.office@defence.gov.au 

       


	 If you would no longer like to receive MCF correspondence please let us know at mcf.office@defence.gov.au 
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